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Parents suffer stress over autism 

Story from BBC NEWS:  http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/1/hi/education/4341645.stm
Published: 2005/03/14
Parents of children with autism say they get most stressed dealing with council education staff, a study says. 

Research by Brunel University found that a third of parents questioned said this was the most stressful area. Lecturer Catherine Tissot spoke to 750 parents of autistic children about their experiences. In the UK 60 children in 10,000 are autistic, and parents need to liaise with local councils to find the right support and education for their child. 

Autism is a developmental disability which affects the way someone communicates and interacts with other people but it varies in severity. Someone with autism might have trouble relating to others in a meaningful way. They might also have learning difficulties. Increasingly, children with autism go to mainstream schools or to a special unit attached to a mainstream school. 

Catherine Tissot said parents complained they were not being listened to by council staff and some claimed they had been lied to.  She said: "Our research revealed a clear stress point in the system, which needs to be addressed. "Most parents viewed dealing with LEAs as a confrontational exercise. This is completely unnecessary as both parties should have the same interests at heart - providing the best education possible for the children." 

'Frustrated 
She said 54% of parents said dealing with local authority staff was stressful, while about one in three named this as the most stressful area for them. The complexity of the special education needs system was a source of stress for 43% of those asked. A total of 12% cited this as the most stressful factor. 

Researchers also contacted local education authorities for their views of the relationship between themselves and families with autistic children. They concluded that council officers strived to work with families, but their efforts were frustrated by the increasing numbers of children suffering from autism and limitations on available places at schools parents liked. 

The National Autistic Society offers advice and support to parents of children with autism. Angie Lee Foster, from the organisation, agreed the relationship between LEA staff and parents could be fraught with difficulties. "We get about 35,000 inquiries a year to our helpline and about 10% of these are education-related," she said. "Policy and law around special educational needs is very complex and the system is hard for parents to understand. It's recognised that there is a postcode lottery of provision across the country. 

"LEAs need to work with parents to build up trust and confidence. "It's about having a clear and transparent system for LEAs, schools and parents so that parents can understand their rights, what's available, what schools can offer and how to access more support." 

1. No Reino Unido, uma pesquisa feita pela Brunel University descobriu que:

a) são os parentes das crianças autistas que mais se estressam ao entrar em contato com os conselhos de educação.

b) um terço dos pais de crianças autistas sofrem de stress.

c) um terço dos pais de crianças autistas acham que lidar com o pessoal dos conselhos educacionais é a área mais estressante.

d) 750 pais de crianças autistas sofrem ficam estressados ao lidar com o pessoal dos conselhos educacionais.

2. Com relação ao autismo, afirma-se que:

a) é uma deficiência do desenvolvimento que afeta severamente a comunicação e a interação com outras pessoas.

b) mais e mais crianças autistas vão para grandes escolas especializadas ou unidades especiais ligadas a grandes escolas.

c) há graus extremos de autismo que precisam ser tratados em unidades especializadas.

d) crianças autistas podem apresentar problemas no relacionamento com os outros de modo significativo.

3. Catherine Tissot não afirma que na pesquisa:

a) é completamente desnecessário que pais e autoridades educacionais locais tenham os mesmos interesses.

b) 43% dos pais disseram que a complexidade do sistema de necessidades de educação especial era uma fonte de estresse.

c) os pais reclamaram que o pessoal dos conselhos não os ouviam ou até mesmo mentiam para eles.

d) 54% dos pais disseram que lidar com o pessoal das autoridades locais era estressante.

4. É correto afirmar que:

a) a pesquisa também examinou a relação das autoridades de educação local e as crianças autistas.

b) os esforços dos oficiais dos conselhos para trabalhar junto com as famílias de crianças autistas eram frustrados pelas limitações de vagas disponíveis nas escolas que os pais gostavam e pelo crescente número de crianças autistas.

c) a Sociedade Nacional de Autismo concorda que é preciso haver um sistema de loteria de provisão de vagas em escolas através dos códigos postais das famílias.

d) as autoridades locais de educação precisam da confiança dos pais para criar um sistema transparente de aconselhamento e suporte.
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Girls are 'more likely' to truant 

Story from BBC NEWS:http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/1/hi/scotland/3564764.stm
Published: 2004/08/15
Teenage girls are more likely to truant from school but boys are more likely to be excluded because of bad behaviour, new research has found. 

A team at Edinburgh University made the conclusions while looking into the issues of truancy, parenting, gender and victimisation among young people. They also found that pupils who bunk off are more likely to smoke and be drinking under age. And at 15, half of all truants are thought to be taking drugs. 

The study is the latest in a series from the Edinburgh Study of Youth Transitions and Crime, which tracks the 4,300 young people who transferred to secondary schools in Edinburgh in the autumn of 1998. 

They found girls tended to be involved with certain specific forms of delinquency - theft from home, writing graffiti, and truancy - more often than boys. However, specific forms of more serious delinquency - carrying a weapon, housebreaking, robbery, theft from cars, and cruelty to animals - were much more common among boys than girls. The reports also found parents played a crucial role in determining the pattern of their children's behaviour as they became teenagers. 

The key findings included:

· only one in five persistent truants at primary were girls, but that increased to three in five by the third year of secondary 

· in secondary school, 74% of those excluded in the third year were boys 

· 40% of girls and 29% of boys at 13 reported writing or spraying graffiti on property 

· 59% of 13-year-old boys admitted to fighting 

· at 15, boys were three times more likely than girls to carry a weapon and twice as likely to be involved in fighting 

· and the kind of parenting a child aged 12 to 13 receives influences their delinquency at 15. 

David Smith, professor of criminology at Edinburgh University, said: "Put simply, the findings show that good parenting can prevent crime. "By contrast, parents who are inconsistent and harsh, and who easily give in to unreasonable demands, are more likely to see their teenage children turn to delinquency. "The reports also demonstrate the influence of a wide range of other factors, from socio-economic status to the community and environment young people grow up in. "But peers and parents have an important influence on top of these external factors." 

1) Quais os tópicos analisados pela pesquisa feita pela Universidade de Edimburgo?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) Com quais delitos é mais comum as meninas se envolverem?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) Quais os delitos mais comuns entre meninos?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4) Cite 2 (dois) dos seis achados principais da pesquisa mencionados no texto:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5) Qual o tipo de pais que mais chances tem de ver seus filhos tornarem-se delinqüentes?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

