
In 1799, while building a fortress near Rosetta a French officer found a block of black basalt stone.  It measured three feet nine inches long, two feet four and a half inches wide, and eleven inches thick and it contained three different types of writing on it.  The top band of writing was hieroglyphics; the middle was another Egyptian type of writing that was identified as Demotic script, the last band was known as Greek.  It is presently in the British Museum, in London. 

