Tools of the Burial Trade

Burial equipment changed nearly as much as the actual mummification process throughout mortuary history in Ancient Egypt. However, some of the items below are recognizable in most instances.

Antiyw Frankincense and myrrh. used to stuff the body of the mummy for fragrance and ritual purposes.

Beeswax Bees are considered to have magical significance, and beeswax was often used to seal orifices.

Canopic Jars These were the containers in which the preserved internal organs were often kept. 

Cinnamon and Cassia These two spices were used for their sweet smell.

Juniper oil Used to deodorize and scent.

Netjry Natron. Naturally occurring "salts" used to desiccate and de-fat bodies during the embalming process.

Onion Used in body cavities, in the wrappings and occasionally as eye replacements.

Pesesh-kef The knife symbolically used to aid in the "rebirth" of the deceased into the afterlife.

Resins. Sap from evergreens melted to pour into the skull and in body cavities. Was also used over the mummy and coffins at times. It worked as a deodorant and anti-bacterial.

Shabtis Human or mummiform figures with spells on them to be animated as helpers for the deceased in the Afterlife. The use of shabtis (or ushabtis) was begun during the Middle Kingdom.

