INTERCULTURAL APPROACH – With the wide spread of English as an international language in the multicultural world today, modification and reorientation of English teaching practice is necessary. The native-speaker based notion of the communicative approach is no longer valid. The authors of this paper propose an intercultural framework for ELT in China and elsewhere that advocates teaching and learning English both for and as intercultural communication. With an intercultural approach the whole process of teaching and learning of English is to be determined by this principle. The ultimate goal of ELT should be shifted to the development of learners’ intercultural communicative competence and learners should work towards intercultural speakership. The authors also discuss the advantages of the proposed intercultural framework in comparison with the communicative approach. A number of basic problems in the application of this intercultural communicative approach to ELT are discussed at the end of the paper. The authors believe that the intercultural approach represents great challenges to ELT researchers and practitioners, but the prospect and rewards it brings will be invaluable. http://www.englishaustralia.com.au/index.cgi?E=hsvalidator&template=journal

