Joyner- Funding

“A recent study has estimated that placing one networked computer laboratory in every school nationwide would cost $11 billion up front and $4 billion in annual operating costs.”

In 1998 Congress tried to help technology in education by giving $425 million to the Technology Literacy Challenge Fund and $106 million to the Technology Innovation Challenge Grant program.

What sources of funding have school districts used to develop and fund their technology programs?

Possible funding sources: money from district operating budgets, special technology levies and bonds, state and federal funds, and private and other contributions.

Usually one primary source supplemented by one or two others.

What barriers have school districts faced in funding the technology goals they set, and how did they attempt to deal with these barriers?  

1. Technology just one of a number of competing needs and priorities 

2. Local community resistance to higher taxes limited districts ability to raise more revenue

3. Not enough staff for fundraising efforts, so difficulty in obtaining grants and funding from other sources including local businesses

4. Some sources had restrictive conditions or requirements that made funding difficult to obtain.

Ways to overcome barriers: presentations to parent groups, model programs, and technology showcases

One of the best ways to help overcome funding barriers appears to be to develop strong partnerships with area businesses.

Which components of districts’ technology programs have been the most difficult to fund and what have the consequences been?

Hardest to fund: maintenance, training, and technical support- since these depend on staff positions and long term funding needs

Results in overworked staff and less than optimal computer use since some computers out of commission.

How do districts plan to deal with the ongoing costs of the technology they have acquired?

