Support E-Learning and Virtual Schools
e-Learning Resources 

Paper: How Can Virtual Schools Be a Vibrant Part of the No Child Left Behind Act?
Paper: The Role of Educational Technology in Meeting the Promise of Supplemental Educational Services?
Paper: e-Learning Frameworks for NCLB
Report: Distance Education Courses for Public Elementary and Secondary School Students 
Success Stories: e-Learning and Virtual Schools 
In the past five years there has been an explosive growth in organized online instruction (e-learning) and “virtual” schools, making it possible for students at all levels to receive high quality supplemental or full courses of instruction personalized to their needs. Traditional schools are turning to these services to expand opportunities and choices for students and professional development for teachers. 

Recommendations for states, districts and schools include:

· Provide every student access to e-learning. 

· Enable every teacher to participate in e-learning training. 

· Encourage the use of e-learning options to meet No Child Left Behind requirements for highly qualified teachers,
supplemental services and parental choice. 

· Explore creative ways to fund e-learning opportunities. 

· Develop quality measures and accreditation standards for e-learning that mirror those required for course credit. 

Move Toward Digital Content
Digital Content Resources 

Figure: Online Individualized Education Programs
Paper: e-Learning Frameworks for NCLB
Success Stories: Digital Content 
A perennial problem for schools, teachers and students is that
textbooks are increasingly expensive, quickly outdated and
physically cumbersome. A move away from reliance on textbooks
to the use of multimedia or online information (digital content)
offers many advantages, including cost savings, increased
efficiency, improved accessibility, and enhancing learning
opportunities in a format that engages today’s web-savvy students. 

Recommendations to states and districts include:

· Ensure that teachers and students are adequately trained in the use of online content. 

· Encourage ubiquitous access to computers and connectivity for each student. 

· Consider the costs and benefits of online content, aligned with rigorous state academic standards, as part of a systemic approach to creating resources for students to customize learning to their individual needs. 

