Structured Interviews 

· Drug History 

A structured drug history interview should be used to collect information on past and current substance use to determine the duration, severity, and pattern of the patients' cocaine and other drug use. The accuracy of the patients' reports of cocaine use (amount and frequency) is facilitated by the use of an effective technique for reviewing recent use called timeline followback (Sobell et al. 1988). Using a calendar as a prompt, individuals are asked to recall, on a day-by-day basis, when they used a particular substance in the past week and the amount used on each occasion. Grams are the best metric measurement for determining the amount of cocaine used. The same assessment is conducted for the previous 3 weeks and as far back as is needed for diagnostic purposes. This technique provides a good overview of the pattern of cocaine use during the past 30 days. The interviewer should ask for as much clarification as possible to help obtain an accurate assessment of the applicants' substance abuse history. 

· The Addiction Severity Index (ASI) 

This structured clinical interview is designed to provide reliable, valid assessments of multiple problems common among substance abusers (McLellan et al. 1985). It gives a quantitative, time-based assessment of substance abuse as well as employment, medical, legal, family, social, and psychological functioning. The data obtained in this interview are useful for developing treatment plans that include lifestyle change goals. The ASI is also a useful instrument for assessing progress at followup points because it is time based and yields quantitative composite scores for each problem area. Interviewers must be trained on ASI administration to ensure that they conduct a reliable ASI interview. 

