Addiction Severity Index

Another assessment tool that is widely used in the evaluation of substance abuse treatment is the Addiction Severity Index (ASI), which has been established as the standard assessment tool for alcohol and other addictions (Leonhard et al, 2000). The ASI is an interview that assesses history, frequency, and consequences of alcohol and drug use, as well as five additional domains that are commonly associated with drug use: medical, legal, employment, social/family, and psychological functioning. The higher the score on the ASI indicates a greater need for treatment in each of these areas. The ASI scores can be used to profile patients’ problem areas and then plan effective treatment. 

