Theory and practice of integrating education/management
(Åhlberg 1992 – 2006)
· There is a difference between integrative and integrating theories. 
· Integrative theories often try to be comprehensive overviews of earlier theories. There is no explicit built-in idea of continual improvement of these theories. 
· In an integrating theory, there is an underpinning idea, according to which all human knowledge is partial and tentative, and so it ought to be continually tested and those parts which have passed continual theoretical and empirical testing, can to integrated in thinking, feeling and action, if it is meaningful and useful. Some people think that this is eclecticism. 
· However, from the point of view that the universe/the world, including human world, is a system, and our theories are at best partially truthful presentations of some aspects of it, then there is nothing wrong in trying to continually integrate as truthful parts of theories as possible, which are not contradictory. 
· It means only that we are trying to create continually better and better descriptive, causal and normative theories of the world we live in. 
· I define tentatively education as efforts to promote valuable learning, learning which we are able to justify the most valuable in the particular context. 
· When we are acting according to ideas of 'integrating education', we continually ought to integrate our theory and practice, our thinking, feeling and acting to promote sustainable development.

