Cretan Dance History

The dances of Crete represent the Cretan spirit and tell of the Cretans'
pride, bravery, and passion. These dances are centuries old but have been
maintained by the Cretans to pass on this intensely proud Cretan spirit from
generation to generation. In order to better understand the Cretan dances, one must look back into the history of this island and its people. Since the times of the early Minoan civilization which ended by eruption of the volcano of nearby Thera (Santorini) in 1400 B.C., Cretan history has been filled with violence and suppression, invasions and occupation by the Dorians, Romans, Venetians, Genoans, Saracens, Turks, and Nazis. The Cretans waged 350revolutions during 200 years of Turkish occupation from about 1700 to 1900.During the many centuries of occupation, despite the influence and control of the invaders, the Cretan people retained their culture, language, religion, dances, and their intense Cretan spirit and pride.
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