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Analytical Essay



The Life and Journey of the Temptations


Many R&B groups have came and gone throughout the years. One group that seems to stand the test of time is “The Temptations.” The Temptations started singing in the 1960’s and have belted out many chart topping hits such as; “Ain’t to proud to beg, “Just my imagination”, “Papa was a rolling stone “, and the legendary classic “My Girl.” It was only a matter of time before an auto-biographical movie was made honoring ‘The Temptations.” The film simply titled “The Temptations” was made in 1998, not only proved many film critics wrong, but also showed why The Temptations are one of the greatest acts in history. This documentary showed The Temptations from all angles.


When the producers of “The Temptations” were looking for a director to bring this film to life, they came across Allan Arkush. Allan Arkush was a former lighting technician at fill more east in New York. A huge music fan, Allan was honored to be chosen as director for this documentary and wasted no time working on the film. Another director on the film was Otis Williams who is the last surviving member of The Temptations. Otis was also very happy to work on the movie. He felt that the struggles of the “The Temptations” were finally being recognized. Otis didn’t hesitate to give advice to the director’s or the cast.
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 After reviewing the film, journalist Gail Mitchell, author of the   article “Tempting Temptations” stated that; “The film itself was a great documentary, but my favorite part was the movies beginning which was very unique and kept me interested in the film.”
The film starts with a young Otis at a concert. At this very moment, he decides to start his own singing group. He and three friends, Melvin Franklin, James Crawford, and Elbridge Bryant formed the group “the Distants.” When this attempt failed, Elbridge Bryant, and James Crawford left the group. Paul 
Williams, Eddie Kendrick’s and David Ruffin later replaced James and Elbridge. The group’s name was also changed to “The Temptations.” The group’s hard work paid off in 1961 when they were signed to Motown Records.

At first it was hard for the group to produce a hit record, but with the help of Smokey Robinson and Berry Gordy, The Temptations struck gold with the hit song “My Girl.” After the success of my girl the hits kept coming including “Aint t proud to beg.” Along with the groups success came conflict. In 1968, David Ruffin was kicked out the group and replaced by Dennis Edwards. The next three years were great for The Temptations until Paul Williams was no longer able to perform. Devastated by this blow, Otis decided to replace Paul with Richard Street formally of “The Distants.” Unhappy with Otis’ decision, Eddie Kendrick’s 
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then left the group. With three of the original members gone, The Temptations still kept producing hits. “The replacement of David and Paul was both a brave step and tough decision for the group.” Gail Mitchell. 

The Temptations is an unforgettable story of one of Motown’s hottest acts and one of the most successful music groups in history. They have won four Grammy’s and were inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of fame. Because of the groups many changes in members and disputes, many people feel that The Temptations don’t deserve any credit or props but if you watch the film, you will see that this group has earned every thing they have. 

