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תאים של המעי הדק-הממברנה לא חלקה, יש בה הרבה בליטות, דבר אשר מגדיל את שטח הפנים שלה בכדי ששטח ספיגת המזון יהיה גדול יותר. לתאים אלו מחובר מבחוץ "יער של סוכרים"-הגליקוקליקס אשר יוצר שכבת ג'ל המרפדת את תאי המעי הדק בצד שפונה לחלל המעי..
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Figure 75 The Fluid Mosaic Model of Membrane Structure.

(a) Singer and Nicolson's model envisions the membrane as a fluid bilayer of
lipids with a mosaic of associated proteins that are either integral or
peripheral parts of the membrane. Integral membrane proteins are anchored
to the hydrophobic interior of the membrane by one or more hydrophobic
transmembrane segments (light purple), usually with an a-helical
canformation. Hydrophilic segments (dark purple) extend outward on one or
both sides of the membrane. Peripheral membrane proteins are associated
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with the membrane surface by weak electrostatic forces that bind them to
hydrophilic regions of adjacent integral membrane proteins or to the polar
head groups of phospholipids. (b) An integral membrane protein with
multiple o-helical transmembrane segments, as revealed by the later work
of Unwin and Henderson. Many integral membrane proteins of the plasma
membrane have carbohydrate side chains attached to their hydrophilic
segments on the outer membrane surface. (¢) An c-helical transmembrane
segment with amino acids represented by circles within the helix.



