LINGUISTIC IMPERIALISM – often seen as an aspect of cultural imperialism, has since the early 1990s attracted the attention of scholars in the field of English applied linguistics, particularly since the publication of Robert Phillipson's influential book Linguistic Imperialism. 

Phillipson defines English linguistic imperialism as: 

"the dominance asserted and maintained by the establishment and continuous reconstitution of structural and cultural inequalities between English and other languages". 

Defining linguistic imperialism is bound to be problematic and one's attitude towards the term will depend largely on one's personal political orientations particularly in terms of how a person relates to the increasing political, economic and military power of the English-speaking nations of the West. 

The idea that linguistic imperialism is an accusatory term used by trendy leftists to account for the historical spread of English is a view often advanced by monolingual native-speakers of English who may see the current status of 
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