Unequal Access

A. A major challenge to education in the twenty-first century is unequal access to the computers due to income and race/ethnicity.

B. The digital divide is “the difference between those who have computers and high-tech gadgets in general and those who do not” (Freedman, 2003).

C. A computer gives the student abilities to search the Internet, create better reports with graphics and sound, and motivates them to do better in school.

D. A digital divide exists because digital access is still uneven, with reports indicating that higher income means a higher percentage of computer access.

E. Minorities and people with disabilities or less education do not have as much access to computers as other groups.

F. Teachers must be sensitive to students’ needs, integrate technology into the classroom, and work to provide computer access to students who do not have computers.

