Cognitivist Perspective

Focus on learning as a mental operation that takes place when information enters through the senses, undergoes mental manipulation, is stored and is finally used.   Mental activity is the primary source of study. Cognitive theorists attempt to explain  learning in terms of how one thinks.  They believe that learning is more complex than a simplistic reduction to controllable, observable responses to observable stimuli.  
Key Theorists in this perspective include Jerome Bruner and David Ausubel. 

