21st Century Skills

Week 5-Salpeter PDF Article:  p.17-Partnership for 21st Century Skills articulates a vision of how schools can best prepare students to succeed in the first decades of the 21st century.  Six key elements of 21st century learning:  (1) Core Subjects-expand their focus beyond “basic competency” to understanding the core academic content at much higher levels.  (2) Learning Skills-they need to know how to use their knowledge and skills-by thinking critically, applying knowledge to new situations, analyzing information, comprehending new ideas, communicating, collaborating, solving problems, and making decisions.  (3) 21st Century Tools-emphasizes the importance of incorporating information and communication technologies into education from the elementary grades up.  (4) 21st Century Context-experiences that are relevant to student’s lives, connected with the world beyond the classroom, and based on authentic projects are central to the sort of education the partnership defines as the appropriate context for learning in the information age.  (5) 21st Century Content-preparing students to live and work in a 21st century world is missing form many state and local standards.  (6) New Assessments that Measure 21st Century Skills-recommendations include moving beyond standardized testing as the sole measure of student learning; balancing traditional tests with classroom assessments to measure the full range of students’ skills; and using technology-based assessments to deliver immediate feedback.

p.18-“While previous works have focused on technology, this (21st Century Skills) goes beyond that to what we need to do to prepare students for a world that is vastly transformed by technology, making it necessary to constantly learn and adapt.”

p.20-Basic Skills Revisited-21st century skills must be part of today’s basics.  “The illiterate of the 21st century will not be those who cannot read and write, but those who cannot learn, unlearn, and relearn.” 

Technology’s Role Today-21st century learning tools as critical enablers of learning in a number of realms.  Unlimited streams of trivial and profound information necessitate an emphasis on information and communication technology that will allow students to make sense of it all.  “I actually think we’re experiencing better use as teachers see the technology as a tool to accomplish academic goals rather than an add-on to an already busy day.”

p.22-Having Faith in 21st Century Teaching-The authors of Learning for the 21st Century are clear that an emphasis on learning skills, 21st century tools, global awareness, and other elements of 21st century curriculum can-and should-coexist with core content.  When taught concurrently, one reinforces the other!  

p.24-Rich 21st century learning experiences commonly do translate into higher test scores.  “A broad overview is important, but stopping frequently to involve students in projects that allow them to go deep is equally important.  We need a balanced approach.

p.26-New Assessments and Measures of Progress-There is clearly a need for assessment tools that measure those essential skills that will never be captured by traditional tests.  “What gets measured gets taught...We must measure what we value-or it won’t be taught.”  Factors such as student attendance, college acceptances, or student and parent satisfaction, are receiving far less publicity than test scores.

