Subject Specific Integration

Ellen is an English teacher.  Most English teachers do not integrate technology into their classrooms.  This is an excerpt from class discussion that provides an example of an English teacher willing to integrate her classroom.  

	Topic: Theories Discussion 
	Date: August 30, 2005 1:12 PM

	Subject: To Kill a Mockingbird 
	Author: HADLEY, ELLEN 

	The instructional strategy that I would like to incorporate in my unit plan is the collaborative learning method. This planning method is elaborated more the website from The University of Maryland. I would like to plan my unit around To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee. This novel deals with many different aspects surrounding civil rights, justice/injustice, and character. In the past I have found this novel, especially, to be a great challenge in teaching due to the extreme gravity of the topics addressed. 
I would like to coordinate teaching the novel in my classroom with another teacher teaching the novel at the same time in another school. Students would be divided into similar groups at each school. They would be responsible for researching different topics (ex: Jim Crow Laws, Supreme Court Cases. Segregation laws, violence in the South, Scottsboro trial, recent incidents of racism/discrimination). Students would be required to interact with the other classroom when gathering information and deciding which teams would be responsible for which information. This would function much like group work, only technology would be the medium for which students at separate schools would communicate and collaborate, as well as the medium through which they do their research. 
Once each team at each school completes their research, they would then be required to prepare a Power Point presentation explaining their findings. The teams with the same topics (ex: Jim Crow Laws) would exchange Power Point presentations, as well as, a written paper explaining their findings. Then the groups would take what the students at the other school provided, combine their own Power Point presentation and the one from the group at the other school. Then, when the presentations are combined, the students will present the material to the rest of their own classmates to share what information they learned from their own research and from the research of their group members at the other 


