
Aspect Ratio 

 
Aspect Ratio: A numerical expression of the relationship of width to height of a 
TV screen.  
4:3: This numerical sequence refers to the aspect ratio of the National Television 
Systems Committee (NTSC) TV screen, with "4" unit width corresponding to "3" 
unit height, proportionally, regardless of the actual size of the screen.  
 
16:9: This numerical sequence refers to the aspect ratio of wide screen DTV 
formats for all HDTV and some SDTV (Standard Definition) video. A "16" unit 
width corresponds to "9" unit height proportionally, regardless of the actual size 
of the screen. The widescreen 16:9 numerical sequence provides a viewing 
experience very similar to current theatrical film production standards. 
 
 

 
 


