“Freaky” Pass the Poetry Project

These two classes used online resources to link students in Alaska with students in Colorado.  Students in these classes were asked to discuss poems that they read (common assignments) and also to submit 2-3 poems monthly and take turns critiquing one another.  This project really pushed the students to learn to communicate with one another through written language.  Their teachers began to see more sophisticated observation and better development of poetry come out of these students.  I think it may be a good forum for such critique because in some ways it is easier to have some one who you do not “know” critique your work.  They are also able to take a much more objective look at what you are doing and help you develop your poems more.

The students themselves expressed that they like being able to communicate with someone who did not know their background.  They could create their own image of themselves.  They were frequently challenged by their communications with others but also learned to really trust their partner and value the academic growth that each fostered in the other.  The students were also helped by the editor of BreadLoaf (which helped get this whole project started).  He worked with the students helping them to shape their poetry and make it their own.

Using this online discussion poetry project helped the students become better poets, with more thoughtful and better developed poems.  It also helped increase their writing test scores.  In short, this project helped students become better communicators- a skill that they will surely be applying throughout the rest of their adult lives.

Exploring Language, Identify, and the Power of Narrative

This project allows students from around the country to share their thoughts on language acquisition.  This projects looks at both sides of bilingualism; the first being the ability to transcend the barriers of both languages and cultures, and the other giving up one identity to assume another.

Students examine in this project the relationship between identity and language.

Using these collaborative online discussion projects allows students to improve their communication skills and also engage in meaningful discourse on a topic that is important to them.  They are exploring important political and social issues in a forum that feels safe for them.

Exploring the common ground: Authentic Voices Online

This teacher talks about how online discussions/online networking projects can help school become less of an isolated learning experience.  She feels that because of this, her classroom and students are now connected to others.

“These days we are constantly bombarded with the demand that our schools be ‘fixed’.  Parents and administrators, and now even legislators, are asking teachers, ‘How can we prepare students to move from schoolwork to ‘real work’? Network learning as it is done in the BLTN [Bread Load Teacher Network] provides students and teachers with opportunities to create real, varied, and meaningful discourse about vital issues; such discourse is the perfect context foe a real education and for participation in public and community life.”

“Writing exchanges on BreadNet go far beyond worksheets and rule lists and offer and vital authentic purpose for thought, expression, and action.”

So not only does this type of forum, again, improve communication among students, it also allows them to engage in real world learning.  They will not be asking, “when will we ever use this?”, but rather will see the purpose behind what they are reading and learning.

Using BreadNet or other such tools in the classroom is also a way to draw out the students that are sometimes reluctant to partcipate.  There are students that often do not speak up in class discussions because they need more time to formulate their ideas and process what they are hearing.  When the discussion goes online it becomes slowed down and more students are able to participate in a deeper, more sophisticated manner than they might ordinarily demonstrate in the classroom.

Students who are struggling or detached in the classroom can often become more engaged through this sort of collaboration activity.  Not only does the writing improve, but students feel more comfortable stretching themselves academically and taking risks with their writing that they would not normally try in the classroom.

Picture This! A Herculean Collaboration

The description of this online collaboration project mirrors the results of the previous cases in this article.  The students become very engaged in the learning process and students put forth more effort on their assignments related to the project than they do in other classroom activities.

“Students were engaged in authentic intellectual work, and they generated their own questions and often dictated how we looked at the subject.”

Reading and Mind reading: Beowulf Collaboration:

In having students do group writing to correspond with their exchange partners the teacher was able to overhear the thought process involved in her students’ writing.  This gives a teacher a great deal of insight into how her students are thinking and working.  The students initial low level responses improved once questions and challenges were raised by their exchange partners.

“Contact with other students in the network ‘troubled’ my students’ initial reading of the text and encouraged them to look more critically at Beowulf’s character.  This effect of the network on my students was unmistakable.  If the network caused my students to speculate, it also caused them to elaborate their reasoning in their writing, a step that was generally lacking in their writing…With their audience of peers in the network in mind as they composed, they took more care to explain their reasoning.”

