Educational Blogging

Theresa Ross Embrey defines weblogs as “a cross between a diary, a web site, and an online community.”  

One nice feature is that the most recent posts are always first.  Older posts work their way down the page so that the reader never has to look far for the most up to date information. 

There are several ways in which weblongs can be applicable in the school setting.  Some weblogs are authoritative, reliable sources of information for students and there are some that can also be used as professional development for teachers.

Weblogs can be used to provide information about the school to parents or other members of the school community.

Weblogs are used by teachers and students as part of classroom projects as part of the learning process.

Before being used in the classroom, weblogs should be carefully evaluated by the teacher to make sure the information they contain is reliable, since some weblogs exist simply to present the creative ideas and opinions of the author.

Some of the best weblogs to use for education are the topic oriented ones written by experts in the field that can help keep the reader up to date on the current issues in that field.

One reason that weblogs should be used in the classroom other than to simply provide information is because classroom blogging has the “potential to motivate student, to build online collaboration, and enhance learning opportunities.”  They can allow students to express their ideas and receive responses from others.  They are quick and easy to use, allowing for quick feedback from the teacher.  The feedback can actually come from other students in the class, teachers, members of the community or students from around the world.

Weblogs, likw global collaboration nets allows students to write for an authentic audience about subjects that are meaningful and important to them.

