Wikis- Clyde

Wikis can be used for many purposes- education, business, library science and information management.

It can be considered social software in that it “makes it easy for groups of people to work together in a virtual environment”

Wikis can be used by virtually anyone.  They allow users to add content or pages or edit existing pages.  Some wikis do not allow complete access and changes are monitored by a moderator.  Most wikis also allow the original group or person in charge to restore previous version of pages or delete unwanted material.  They can also track the contributions of individuals.  This would make it a good tool for educators, because they could monitor the work that individual students post on the wiki while at the same time encouraging collaboration and sharing among students.

One problem out there is that it is hard to track wikis and now exactly which ones and how many of them are out there.

If people would like to start a wiki they can create their own with a range of software that requires minimal computer knowledge or complex computing skills.  If someone does not have the skills or the time to set up their own wiki they can elect to use a WikiFarm.  A WikiFarm is a server that runs the wiki engine as a service.  Some are free while others charge a fee.

There are two types of wikis that you will see.  One type is a collaboration wiki, where many individuals are working together to create a product.  This product is written and edited by all and the end result is a document that is a mix of the ideas of all without individual work being identified.  The other type of wiki is one is a discussion wiki where everyone’s ideas are identified and separate from others.   

