Students, use this wiki Web page to share telecollaborative or online communication projects you have found that you might use for your subject area, class, or the lesson plan you are building this semester. A wiki is a collaboratively edited Web page, so please be careful not to delete anyone else's contributions. Also, be sure to "sign" your contributions by putting your name in parentheses (e.g., Kevin), so I can assign your points for this activity. Click "Edit Page" to begin.

Telecollaborative or Online Communication Projects:

I have been searching for sites to use with my unit plan.  I have used NC WiseOwl before but found some neat features I did not realize were there.  If you go to http://www.ncwiseowl.org/ and click on elementary school zone, then North Carolina websites, then North Carolina Encyclopedia then People you will find lots of biographies about different North Carolinians.  Many of them are from recent history, the 1960's to current.  I enjoyed looking at those who had won the North Carolina award.  I plan to use this site for students to look for the person being studied; if not there, this is still a good example of nonfiction biographical writing. (Michelle Armistead)
The project I came across by accident is site www.schoolnetglobal.com.  I was attempting to log into a site referenced in the text book called Global Schools net and came across this site.  The site requires you to register, which I have at the teacher login.  The site is free and originates from England with the primary aim of communicating with school children from all over the world on various projects.  

 This project when completed is then posted on this site for review by other student members – over half a million.  The projects are varied and sure to attract the interest of everyone.  From simply telling a story about themselves or family, or something creative like a poem, story, or picture they have a close connect to.  This is ideal to complement my keyboarding class as a special project. (Sullivan)


A couple of sites that have been beneficial in my unit plan construction are glencoe.com and careerjournal.com.  The Glencoe site is a great resource to use with the textbooks we use in our curriculum areas in my county.  It has great assessment tools and chapter summaries for covering the competencies and objectives in each unit of our teaching outlines.
I also enjoyed the Career Journal which is part of the Wall Street Journal Online Newspaper.  It was a great source for information on career planning and resume and interview tips and skills.  It was a welcome addition to the information  needed to present in my additional lesson plan on professional development. (Chip Lucas)
 

I am teaching a new class this semster...eCommerce.  An entire unit is devoted to Copyright and Trademark issues.  This is such a huge issue for our students to understand.  They plagarize so freely, so much time is spent in realizing the importance of copyright protected images and information.   http://lrs.ed.uiuc.edu/wp/copyright-2002/lessonplanfaqs.html is a web site that has been very helpful to me in planning some neat activities related to copyright.  There are some great lesson plans segmented by age group all with appropriate activities.  This is such a dry subject, so it is nice to get some some new ideas. 

http://www.hazelwood.k12.mo.us/~jdarnell/webq/ is a webquest that a teacher has created for her students that teach copyright also.  I think that this one is great.        Alice Prince

I came across a website that is basically a list of online collaboration projects that would be applicable to elementary classsrooms. The website is http://www.siec.k12.in.us/~west/online/join.htm and has tons of different projects to choose from. Teachers simply pick the project they want to use and then "join" with their class. One of the projects I saw there was the Flat Stanley project, which is a literacy activity. Students read the book about this character and then make their own Flat Stanley. They send him out to other children in the country (or in the world) and these people write letters back about where he has been. Some of the other projects that intrigued me at this site were the Adventure Online's Play to Win game where students go on a weekly geography scavenger hunt; the Electronic United Nations, which let's them take on the role of a member of the United Nations; and Math World Interactive, which exposes children to open ended math problems and lets them communicate with other students from around the world to solve the problems and discuss the answers. Some of the sites listed are outdated and would not be good for teachers to join but there are so many on the list that it would be easy to find something that appeals to your class and ties into the curriculum. (Erin Snell)

Blogging with Students

If anyone is interested in blogging with students or considering blogging with students, you may want to take a look at David Warlick's Blog Meister blog.

The Blog Meister site is free to all teachers.

You set up your account with your own password.  Some may think this defeats the purpose of a blog; however, his blog site is banner and ad free and does not link to other blogs, which is a way to control access to blogs that are not educational and/or totally inappropriate for classroom use.

The Blog Meister

http://epnweb.org/blogmeister/index.php?blog=
Discussions and Ideas about Blogs

Will Richardson's Weblogged is devoted to classroom blogging

http://www.weblogg-ed.com/

Elementary Teachers may be interested in the following blog links:

Blogging for Elementary Children

http://anne.teachesme.com
 

Thinking and Writing About Wrinkles

http://anvil.gsu.edu/wrinkles/
 

Weblogs The Possibilities are Endless

http://anvil.gsu.edu/NECC2004/
 

Our ABC Book of Blogging

http://www2.gsu.edu/~coeapd/abc/index.html

I think the following software is pretty interesting- KeeBook software allows books to be created and emailed to others

KeeBook

http://www.keeboo.com/enu/

The following link is a resource for high school social studies and history teachers. It's not 19th century but you never know when you might teach another course :)  

Ease History

http://www.easehistory.org/index2.html
(Kathy)
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