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	After reading through the Sage article and looking at the examples in the "Technology Integration Examples and Video" folder, I think I've come up with a good starting point for my view of Technology Integration. 

Technology Integration is realized when students and teachers are able to utilize technology such as the Internet, software packages, CDs, DVDs, and email, etc., in the daily learning process. An example would be the I Love Spiders video with Amy Griffin’s Kindergarten class in Virginia. Her class was studying spiders and sharing that information with another class in Wyoming. The students used digital cameras to photograph spiders in their area and then post the pictures on a shared website to compare the types of spiders in their respective areas. 

My favorite example, though, was the Presidential election video with Lakewood Elementary. That had the widest range of technology involvement. The exercise was to come up with a presidential candidate, create a platform and even compose music for a commercial announcing their candidate. To create their platform speech, the students used Hyperstudio to make a slide slow presentation of their ideas. 

I did see once drawback. As impressive as all these activities were, something like this seems to be an extraordinary burden to place on the teacher. For instance, in order to pull off the afore mentioned Presidential election campaign lesson, the teacher has to be a knowledgeable user of multimedia equipment (Hyperstudio for slide show presentations and how to integrate the student composed music from the music lab into the students' commercials). 

One thing I have been worried about in my time supporting technology for Higher Ed faculty is placing too much strain on the faculty to learn new technologies. Most of the articles I read and the videos I watched mostly focused on what the students were doing. There was no mention of faculty education and preparation. 

Although students use technology in today's classrooms, I've found that many times, at least here in my surroundings, that students often have to teach the teacher to use certain aspects of technology. I wonder if there is a movement to educate the educator on new technologies. After all, if a teacher instructs a student incorrectly, it hurts both the teacher and the student.


