Notes on National Education Technology Plan

Released January 7th, 2005. No Child Left Behind sets forth a bold and systemic framework for reform to close the achievement gap: supporting stronger accountability for results, increased flexibility and local control, expanded options for parents, and an emphasis on teaching methods proven to work. At the heart of this effort is a commitment to support teachers, parents, and decision makers in refocusing and realigning their efforts to ensure every child receives the best possible education.

To enable such important and sweeping changes to take place will require not only a rethinking and realignment of the industrial age factory model of education, but a rethinking of the tools available to support such change. From the back office to the classroom, schools of the information age will need to effectively employ technology to better meet the needs of students, parents, teachers, and administrators.

The National Education Technology Plan is meant to help motivate and incite technology-driven transformation. It takes a look at the unique students that fill our schools’ halls and what they are telling us about their educational needs. It also provides an opportunity to reflect on the progress our nation has made as a result of a decade of increased Federal, state, local, and private investments in connecting classrooms to the Internet, providing students with computers, and equipping teachers with the skills they need to use technology as an instructional tool. Finally, it provides a set of action steps and recommendations that the nation’s school systems can consider as they begin or continue to transform.
The action steps created to implement the plan: 
1. Strengthen Leadership 

2. Consider Innovative Budgeting 

3. Improve Teacher Training 

4. Support E-Learning and Virtual Schools 

5. Encourage Broadband Access 

6. Move Toward Digital Content 

7. Integrate Data Systems
