Bowman’s Big Backyard:  Life Science Concepts
(Grade Level (K-5) Indicated After Each Concept)
Senses: Look, listen, smell and touch K

Self, environment K

Environmental seasonal change: fall, winter, spring K,1

Wildlife seasonal change K, 1


Animal activity K,1



Cold adaptations: migrate (esp. birds), hibernate, die leaving eggs, larva 1


Plant changes: leaf drop K,1

Plant parts: roots, stem, leaf, flower, seed K

Living K,5

Nonliving K,5

What animals need to live: water, warmth, air, food, shelter 1,3

Birds 1,3
Habitat 1: (meets needs) 3
Types: field, forest, stream 3

Soil 2
Minerals 2

organic or humus 2

Earthworms 2

Stream qualities 3
pH (acid, alkaline) 3
color 3
cloudiness 3
odor 3
Plant Physical Identity 3,4

Seeds 3,4
Leaves 3,4
Wetland plant structures and functions 3

Animal Physical Identity 1,3
Birds 1

Aquatic organisms 3 

Wetlands structure and function 3

Watershed 3

Ecosystem 5


Changing constantly 5
Food chain 5

Producer 5


Green plants 5


Makes own food (photosynthesis) 5

Needs only nonliving things: sunlight, air, minerals 5

Consumer 5

Decomposer (e.g. Fungi) 5

Food material cycles 5

Interdependence: nonliving and living [producer, consumer (including humans), decomposer] 5
