Lexington Elementary Science Benchmarks: Life Science Concepts

Kindergarten

Animals and Plants

Needs: food, water, place to live

Life Processes:


Animals

Breathing, movement, taking in nourishment, growth, reproduction, senses environment


Plant structures: roots, stems, leaves, flowers, seeds

Living vs nonliving

Grade 1

Organisms


Plants



Needs: water, light, nutrients, air



Reproduction: seeds, growth



Development


Animals



Needs:  food, water, space, shelter


Seasonal changes

Habitats meet particular needs of particular organisms


Woodlands


Freshwater

Grade 2

Life Cycle of the Butterfly


Insect structures


Life cycle: egg, larva, chrysalis, adult 


Needs of caterpillar vs butterfly


Relationship of structure (mouthparts) to function (type of food)


Compare to human development

Soils: remains of plants, animals


Vary in holding water; therefore in plant support


Role of worms

Grade 3

Food chains


Sun as source of all food energy


Food chain/ food web


Producer (green plants): make own food


Primary consumer


Secondary consumer


Decomposers: break down dead plant and animal matter in soil

Endangered species happen if food is threatened; can be by habitat disturbance

Grade 4

Animal Behavior


Relates structure/ function

Fossils: evidence of earlier life forms and changes over time

Grade 5

Human Body


Skeletal system: bone types; joint types


Muscular system


Structure/ function

