A. Japzon


Meta Objects as identified in historic newspaper PDF representation.

The primary indication of a unique article within a PDF page of the WT is the shape of an article given by its borders and visual cues. Advertisements are the easiest to detect with dark solid lines for borders or borders that are laced asterisk styled characters. Further, advertisements are the only type of article that contains graphic images as part of an article. (ex. 1)  Political cartoons are the only other form of images in the WT. The cartoons are bordered by a thin line with text in the form of a caption. (ex. 2)

After shape, headings give distinction to individual articles within a page. The heading is of a darker print and larger font size than the text of the article. For example, a large heading centered over two columns of text, entertainment events, or items for sale gives the visual cue that the two columns are part of one article. 


The first line in the heading of an article is in all capital letters and the largest font size of all titles/sub-titles in the heading. If there is a sub-title to the article, then a thin line of about a half inch in length is drawn. After this line, the subtitle appears and it is bold faced but not in all capital letters. If there is an additional subtitle, then another thin line will appear before the next subtitle which will be smaller in font size than the first subtitle. Articles that are not from DC will begin with the location of city and state, followed by the date and a dash for example, “BALTIMORE, Md., Nov. 15-- ”. However, it should be noted that the state is often not included and only the city identified. (ex. 3)The thin half inch line appears to be a way to cue that the contents of a particular article are part of one object. In the reporting of stocks this half line mechanism is used to create a cohesive report from all the various markets.  (ex. 3)

This consistent way of formatting news articles is helpful in discriminating articles that are not news. There are many medical potion advertisements that try to pass for news articles but lack the formatting as mentioned above. (ex. 4) Also, as the WT fills every inch of the paper many very small articles are included in its pages. One type of small article is a one to three sentence excerpt from other papers. These excerpts are consistently formatted as well. There is only one title in the heading and it is not in all capital letters and the font size is relatively small compared to the titles of news articles. After the title (which is bold) there is no half inch line but rather it is followed by a phrase that begins “From” and is enclosed in parentheses, for example, (From the Detroit Journal). After that, the brief excerpt begins. (ex. 6) It should be noted that for more substantial excerpts the format for news articles mentioned above (save the location and date information preceding the article) is followed with the newspaper being referred to in parentheses. (ex. 7)

Notices of all types can appear together in one article or a solo notice can appear on its article of only a few sentences. Articles that bring many notices together share the same heading type with small font size and all capital letters. For example “SPECIAL NOTICES” is centered and is bordered all sides by a thin solid line. The article that lists the schedules for delivery of foreign mail from a variety of liners is headed visually in the same style but states “FOREIGN MAILS”.  The headings for the classified advertises are of the same style, “HELP WANTED – MALE” or “ROOMS AND BOARD”.  (ex. 8)

Notices that are more of a personal nature, say someone recovers form illness, has extra coal to sell, having a society banquet, or notice of a white collar crime have a distinctive heading as well. The heading is not outlined by a border and is not in all capital letters. The title is bold and centered but the font size is the smallest to be found in the paper. The text of the article immediately follows the title. (ex. 9)

The smallest sized article (between 10 and 20 words) is considered a unique article given only that it is of unique content from other articles within the paper.  These articles are often found at the end of pages (again WT clearly wanted to fill every inch of the paper). They do not have titles or heading so much as the first several words are bold to signify the beginning of the message. These articles are usually notices or items or services for sale. (ex. 10)

I have yet to encounter an article that spans more than one page but certainly there are those that span two columns, however not more than two columns. 
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