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Grade Two  Spring


BOWMAN GRADE TWO SPRING NATURE WALK

Room Parent

· Logistics:
· Time:. 30 minutes

· When: Schedule this walk after the ground has dried enough to dig a hole several inches deep and explore soil layers.

· Groups:  Up to 4

· Sample Sites:
1) sand by the swings, 2) soil in the meadow just below the surface, 3) subsoil several inches down in the same hole 4) soil in the woods, 5) site chosen by children.

· Schedule parents.  Copies of  walks available in storeroom.

· Ensure no overlaps with other classes by checking the schedule outside the BBB office.  Update BBB schedule with class time by writing Time/Grade/Teacher in correct date.

· Find a parent to lead indoor 10 minute discussion (Step 1 “Before Going Out”)

Teacher
· Lead the After Walk Discussion.

· Complete the LEARNING ABOUT SOIL  worksheet after the walk.

Science Coordinator

Make copies of Sample Worksheets (1set /student)

Questions/Comments?

Science questions call Carol Zaczkiewicz at 862-7180 or carolzacz@hotmail.com. 

Logistics questions contact Alison Coolidge at 862-3746 or arcoolidge@aol.com 

BOWMAN GRADE TWO SPRING NATURE WALK

Walk Overview

Logistics:
· Time:. 30 minutes

· When: Schedule this walk after the ground has dried enough to dig a hole several inches deep and explore soil layers.

· Groups:  Up to 4

· Sample Sites:
1) sand by the swings, 2) soil in the meadow just below the surface, 3) subsoil several inches down in the same hole 4) soil in the woods, 5) site chosen by children.

Objectives:

· Learn about the two components of soil: 

· minerals: non-living.  

· organic or humus: once living.
· Examine and compare dirt in different sites, looking at color, texture, smell.

· Collect dirt samples for classroom activities.

Activities:

· Observe dirt in different sites, noting color differences.

· Collect samples and record on worksheets 

· Observe and explore decomposition in the woods.

· Observe and discuss ant hills, mole hills, baseball field, and other interesting sites.

Wrap-up:


Discuss what they have learned about soil.  Decomposed organic soil is dark brown.  Weathered minerals are lighter in color.  Soil is composed of both organic materials and minerals.

Rachel Carson: "If facts are the  seeds that later produce knowledge and wisdom, then the emotions and the impressions of the senses are the fertile soil in which the seeds must grow.  The years of childhood are the time to prepare the soil.""

After Walk Discussion (Teacher)

1.  Put their plastic cups on a plant table.  If they mixed all the layers together would they have good soil for plants to grow?  What would be in this soil?  

· Non-living things, minerals

· Dark brown soil from once living things

· Earthworms and other small animals

Would this be good soil for planting classroom plants? Why?

2.  Look at and compare all the #5 Samples children collected.  Are they alike or different?  How do they compare with the other samples the groups collected?  Can children guess where each sample came from without being told?  How?

3.  Can they think of any ways they could help make more soil?  Does anyone compost their leaves at home?  How and why do they do this?  What kinds of things could they put in a compost pile to decompose and turn into soil?  See if children could make a list.

4. Use activities from the Soil Unit as follow-up activities to the Nature Walk experience:

5.  In small groups have children make a list of things they have learned about soil this year.  What did they learn that surprised them?  How do they think soil is important?  See worksheet, “Learning About Soil.”

