GRADE 3 FALL WALK


	 


Room Parent


Logistics:	


When: 	Early Fall (leaves still on trees)


Walk Time: 	30 min


Groups:	 Up to 4


Sites: 		A) Spruce, grapes, sumac by Philip Rd.


B) White pines, red maple by baseball diamond


C) Across Parking lot from rear school entrance


D) Red oak, sugar maple in front of school


See Map for other plants


Schedule parents.  Copies of walk are available in storeroom.


Ensure no overlaps with other classes by checking the schedule outside the BBB office.  Update BBB schedule with class time by writing Time/Grade/Teacher in correct date.


Teachers


Complete “Before Going Out” activities. 


After walk complete “Back in Classroom” exercises.





Science Coordinator


Mark plants with blue surveyor tape and label plants in early fall.


DANDELION


GOLDEN ROD 


GRAPE VINE


JEWEL WEED


RED MAPLE 


SUGAR MAPLE


RED OAK


WHITE PINE


PLANTAIN


POKEWEED


QUEEN ANN’S LACE


STINGING NETTLE


SPRUCE


STAGHORN SUMAC


YARROW


Update map sites and put copies in walk folder.


Make copies of Plant ID sheets for each student.





Questions/Comments?


Questions call contact Alison Coolidge at 862-3746 or arcoolidge@rcn.com 
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 GRADE 3 FALL WALK





Walk Overview





Logistics:	


When: 	Early Fall (leaves still on trees)


Walk Time: 	30 min


Groups:	 Up to 4


Sites: 		A) Spruce, grapes, sumac by Philip Rd.


B) White pines, red maple by baseball diamond


C) Across Parking lot from rear school entrance


D) Red oak, sugar maple in front of school


As many of the plant locations change each year be sure to get an updated map in the BBB closet for plant location.





Objectives


Learn how colonial families met many needs through common plants/trees.


Identify common trees and wild flowers.


Understand the depth of knowledge of colonial children about the outdoors and the important role they played in meeting their family needs.





Activities


Complete Colonial Family Needs” Worksheet (Teacher)


Imagine what land look like in colonial times. (Walk)


Identify marked plants. (Walk)


Understand importance of children identifying harmful plants. (Walk)


Complete “Back in Classroom” Work (Teacher)








Remember the quote by W.B. Yates’ “Education is not about filling a pail but it is about lighting a fire.”  We are fanning the flames of our children’s curiosity and sense of wonder.


�
Before going out (Teacher)





Ask children to pretend they and their family are living in colonial times and imagine this land as it must have looked 250 years ago   Any blacktop, telephone poles, school building, grassy schoolyard?  Encourage children to picture their family living here, in a small wooden house with shelter for farm animals, a cleared space for a garden, some cleared land for pasture, the brook, and all the un-cleared land wooded with large trees.





Discuss with children where and how colonial families met their needs for food, water, fuel for heat and light, clothing, medicines, food and flavorings for cooking, furniture, shelter for themselves and their animals. 





Divide the class into four groups.  These groups will work together during the Nature Walk.  Hand out the “Colonial Family Needs” Worksheets to each group.  Ask them to imagine their family living in colonial times with this list of needs.  Does their family have similar needs today?  If they lived in colonial times how would they have helped their parents meet these needs?  Could they hop on their bicycle and go to the store?  Do they know enough about the natural world around them to find and identify useful plants?





Hand out the “Plant ID” sheets for common native plants (These sheets will be used by the students on the walk.)  Under “Uses” is a description of how colonial peoples used these plants.  Use the “Plant ID” Sheets to write the name or names of plants that could be used to meet each of the needs on the “Colonial Family Needs” worksheets.  Often several plants can meet the same need.  Each child should complete a worksheet, but encourage children to work together as a group and share ideas.  





For example:  


	NEED						PLANT _______________________________________________________________		


							sugar maple


							red oak 		


Wood used for fuel	red maple


_______________________________________________________________		





When children have finished listing at least one plant to meet each need, explain that colonial children needed to know not only which plants to look for, but also how to identify them!  





On their Nature Walk children will find blue surveyors tape marking useful plants.  Using the “Plant ID” sheets, they will identify each plant and write its number on their ID Worksheets. 
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Back in Classroom (Teacher)





Have groups compare their answers and talk about any difficulties they had identifying trees or wildflowers.  Check their “ Family Needs” worksheets.  Did they find all of the trees and wildflowers listed?  If they were children living in colonial times, could they help their family meet all of these needs?





2.  Did colonial children know a lot about the world around them?  Can each group or the class as a whole make a list of the things colonial children knew or could do that today's children don't know?  Would they like to have lived then?  Why or why not?  Do they wish they knew how to do some of the things colonial children could do?  Make a Venn diagram comparing colonial children and today's children.
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3.  Compare the ways colonial children helped their family with ways they help their family today.  In colonial times the jobs for boys and for girls were very different.   Is that true today?  Have each child complete the “Family Jobs” worksheet.					





4.  Have each student write an essay about a day in the life of a colonial ten year old.  Then write an essay about a day in their life today.  Ask children to include comments about clothing and toys.  Post the essays around the room for children to read.  Ask each child to write something they learned from another child's essay.





5.  Sometimes the tree or plant best suited to meet a specific need didn't grow near the colonial family's house and they had to travel a distance to meet that need.  Using the worksheet on “Additional Family Needs”, see if children can find in their own yard at home or elsewhere in Lexington the necessary trees to make an axe handle, build fences around pastures, or provide shingles to patch the roof.





6.  Native Americans and colonists used many of the same plants.  Did they use them in different ways?  Compare how specific plants were used.





7.  Environmental Aides should complete the Nature Walk Report form so teacher can effectively integrate this experience into classroom learning.
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