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Review of Shiloh

Composition: Unit 3, Lesson 9

By Timothy Moore
I usually don’t like dog stories much, but I really liked Shiloh. I just could not wait to hear what happens next and couldn’t put it down. 

Shiloh is a book about a boy who struggles to save a dog he finds. Marty, the main character, thinks that the dog is being abused by its owner. It is a hard task for Marty to save Shiloh because people feel that the owner has the right to do whatever he wants with his own property even when that property is a living thing with feelings. People don’t like it that he is abusing his dogs, but they don’t feel that they can do anything about it. 
I like Marty because he cares so much about the feelings of others, even if they are animals. He is willing to do something to help Shiloh. It puts him in difficult situations. Situations where he even has to lie to his parents which really makes Marty feel bad, but he feels that he has no choice if he is going to protect Shiloh from his owner. 
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Phyllis Reynolds Naylor, the author, won the prestigious Newberry Award with this book in 1992. She also wrote many other books including two sequels to Shiloh called Shiloh Season and Saving Shiloh. In the sequels, Marty and Shiloh are once again in danger from Judd Travers who was Shiloh’s abusive owner in this book. I have not read them yet, but I plan to.

I think you will really like Shiloh especially if you like dog stories, boys that try to do the right thing, and happy endings.  
