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The Hero and Gilgamesh

The Epic of Gilgamesh gives us clues about Sumerian values and the character traits the

Sumerians believed were important.

1. We often hear people talk about heroes. But what really makes someone a hero?


Common traits for a hero are being courageous, wise, and caring. 

2. List the three major characters in the story and write a brief description of each character’s role:


Gilgamesh (King of Uruk):

In the beginning of the story he is arrogant and prideful. But gets turned around in the end.


Enkidu:


A “wild man”. He was made to challenge Gilgamesh. They both become friends. 

Enkidu helps Gilgamesh change from his normal prideful, arrogant self.  


Faraway Man:

A man blessed with eternal life living at the mouth of the two rivers. He is the one who tells Gilgamesh that he cannot find eternal life and points him to a plant called 'The-Old-Made-Young'. 

3. List three character traits that the Sumerians valued and a short quotation from the epic that

supports your opinion. A couple of examples have been filled in for you.

Valued Character Traits


Clues from Gilgamesh



humility


“restless and arrogant…”

“Gilgamesh is no shepherd of the city…”



Strength
“Behold Gilgamesh, a man of strength…”

“...but never met anyone who could match his power.”

Courage
“..across the rushing waters of death.”

Wiseness
“..Gilgamesh, the mighty king, had grown wise.”







4. Throughout most of the story, what did Gilgamesh think was important?


Fame, Strength, and Power.

5. How did Gilgamesh change his thinking? Cite two examples.

Gilgamesh changed when his friend died. Before that he was “...restless and arrogant..”. After his friend died “..Gilgamesh, the mighty king, had grown wise.” He changed in how he viewed his kingdom.

6. What does the change in his thinking say about Sumerian values?

That they value 

7. Do you consider Gilgamesh a hero? Why?

In the end, yes. He is strong: “Behold Gilgamesh, a man of strength…”. He becomes wise: “..Gilgamesh, the mighty king, had grown wise.” He has courage: ”..across the rushing waters of death.”.

8. Do you consider Enkidu a hero? Why?

Yes, he is strong, wise, and courageous.

