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OUTLINE:

 I. Introductory Paragraph(s)

 A. Attention Getting Opening (give sailor flair)

 B. Name the poem “The Inchcape Rock”

 C. Explain why it is considered a narrative poem

 D. Summarize the story and explain how the poem ends

 II. Main Character: Sir Ralph the Rover

 A. Introduce character

 B. explain the problems that they have and how do they handles them.

 C. Explain how their behavior tells something about them

 III. Element of Figurative Language that the author uses

 IV.  Mood

 V. Conclusion

THE INCHCAPE BELL


“Ahoy, ye matees!” Justice prevails even on the high seas in the narrative poem “The Inchcape Rock” by Robert Southey. Narrative poem, what's that you ask? A narrative poem is a poem that tells a story. The story that “Inchcape Rock” tells is of a mischievous captain named Sir Ralph the Rover. As a joke, he takes the bell that warns ships of a “perilous rock” when it is too foggy to see it. The captain's joke turns on him when his own ship needs that warning bell. The author tells his story using delightful characterizations and applications of figurative language.


Sir Ralph is the type of man that when he feels happy, as he did in the beginning of the poem due to the spring weather, he is apt to play pranks. If he had gotten his laugh and quickly returned everything to normal it wouldn't have been so bad, but the captain's “mirth was wickedness”. He sank the bell and sailed away without warning anyone. His character is made evn more clear when the author goes on to say that the captain had “grown rich with plundered store”. He was more than a prankster; he was a pirate. It doesn't take long before storm and foggy weather arrive and he finds himself unsure of where they are. He is nervous and wishes he could once again hear the Inchcape bell. In the end he realized all too late the error of his ways. 

“Sir Ralph the Rover tore his hair;

He curst himself in his dispair;

The waves rush in on every side -

The ship is sinking beneath the tide.


The most effective figurative language technique that the author employs is alliteration. Alliteration is the use of repeating sounds close together. A few examples of alliteration from “Inchcape Rock” are:

No stir in the air, no stir in the sea,

The ship was as still as she could be;

The repeated use of the /s/ sound in stir and still creates a rhythmic sound that along with the end of line AABB rhyming scheme makes for a very enjoyable read or recitation. Other examples of alliteration are in the names of characters: Abbot of Aberbrothok and Sir Ralph the Rover.


Alliteration is not the only trick up this author's sleeve. He also uses the literary technique of creating mood. In the beginning of the story the mood is playful and happy.

The sun in heaven was shining gay, -

All things were joyful on that day;

This light, happy mood contrasts with the later gloom of the storm and fog.

So thick the haze o'spreads the sky

They cannot see the sun on high;

The contrast is quite effective in setting up the twist of fate that comes upon the captain and his crew for their dangerous trick of sinking the bell of Inchcape Rock.


The “Inchcape Rock” is an ear tickling good story with a satisfying twist.

(10 pts)
13.  Did Timothy explain why the poem is considered to be narrative poetry?Yes No

(10 pts)
14.  Did Timothy summarize the story the poem tells and explain how the poem ends?Yes No

(10 pts)
15.  Did Timothy tell about the characters in the poem?Yes No

(10 pts)
16.  Did Timothy describe an aspect of the figurative language and the effect it creates?Yes No

(10 pts)
17.  Did Timothy identify the mood of the poem?Yes No

