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All About the Roman Republic

Who or What Am 1?

Identify people or things in Roman society by entering the appropriate answer for each question.

1. lam one of the two officials responsible for overseeing the government. Who am 1? Consuls

2. | am the most powerful body in the Roman Republic. What am 1? Senate @\

3. | am the written laws of the Roman Republic. What am I? Twelve Tables &(@

4. | am a member of the common people or class. Who am I?  plebians @

5. My members came from wealthy, landowning families. What am 1?  pg; rﬁ

Y
6. |eventually gained a voice in the Roman Republic. Who am 1? ‘.:kQ.-r’

7. | am elected to a one-year term. Who am 1? Consuls

Comparing Republics
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Use the Word Bank to help you compare the government@gncient Rome and the United States.
Complete the chart and answer the questions.

Guarantees that the law
is the same for all

Word Bank
Consuls @Le islative branch, which proposes and approves laws
¥

Roman Republic

United\States Government

Role

Executive branch, which

>

Consuls Pr@nt executes (enforces) laws
AN
Senate and Assemblies use of Representatives and Leqislati h:
enate egislative Branch:

Proposes and approves laws.

Twelve Tables

Constitution

Guarantees that the law is the
same for all.
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Thinking Cap Question: What role did the plebeians eventually play in the government of the Roman
Republic?

By the 4th century B.C. Romans decided that one of the consuls always had
to-beaptebiam:

Did You Know? The Roman Republic allowed a practice that might seem odd today. @es of extreme
crisis the consuls could choose—and then the Senate would appoint for six month ictator who had
absolute power to make laws and command the army. How did this practice con% to the stability of

the Roman Republic?

country we do not turn power over to a dictator, bu@@ﬁresment does get

Special emergency powers in times of war.

Thinking Back: Rome had a republic or representative g éent. Athens had a direct democracy. Can
you explain the difference? Which style of government does{the United States have?

In a direct democracy, each person ac y votes. In a representative
republic, the people elect representa [Ves who witlspend the time to SUggest,
(enale._and Pd a\/\ 1€ ‘IQIT.‘ aleple ‘I. 2 _Jqovernmen
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