· A key feature of peer-to-peer networks is decentralization.  This has many implications. Robustness, availability of information and fault-tolerance tends to come from redundancy and shared responsibility instead of planning, organization and the investment of a controlling authority.

· On the Web both content providers and gateways try to profit by controlling information access. Access control is more difficult in peer-to-peer, although Napster depended on a central index.

Classification

· Pure P2P vs. Hybrid (servers keep info)

· Centralized ( Napster

· Decentralized ( KaZaA

· Structured ( CAN

· Unstructured ( Gnutella

· Hybrid ( JXTA

