SETI@home project

· The SETI (Search for Extra Terrestrial Intelligence) project looks for patterns in radio frequency emissions received from radio telescopes that suggest intelligence.  This is done by partitioning data received into chunks and sending each chunk to several different computers owned by SETI volunteers for analysis.

Children of SETI@home

· In 2002, David Anderson, the director of SETI@home, launched the Berkeley Open Infrastructure for Network Computing (BOINC).

· There are currently over 40 BOINC projects running to share spare computation on idle CPUs . You can see some of the projects at

Folding@home

As of September, 2007, the most powerful distributed computing network on Earth is Folding@home, a project to simulate protein folding which can run on Sony Playstation 3 game consoles. At that time, the network reached a capacity of one petaflop (one quadrillion folding point operations per second) on a network of 40,000 game consoles. 

