For Brown/Black Dye

Walnut hulls, roots and the ark were popularly used to produce shade of brown and black dye. When the walnuts fell off the tree, in the fall of the year, the hulls were used for dye. The longer the hulls and roots were left in the boiling water, the darker the shade of black or brown would be. The outside hull of the black walnut would be added to boiling water (use a sack made from cheesecloth to avoid straining) after boiling several minutes the material to be died would be placed in the same pot.

For Dark Brown

Use the walnut bark off the roots as soon as they are dug. Alternate a layer of wood with a layer of wool., until the pot is filled up. Then fill the pot with water and boil. A mordant is not needed. The darker the brown you want-use more bark.
Rose Beige color

Boil the walnut hulls and madder root until mushy. No mordant is required, strain the dye and put the material in and let it simmer.

Leaves used for greenish dye.
The Recipe:

   1. Starting with 1 gal of water in my dye pot and adding 1 tbs of water softener;

   2. I have put 1 cup of Walnut Hull Powder into a stocking and added it to my dye pot;

   3. Bring to a boil for about 1/2 hour;

   4. Add another gal of water and bring to a boil;

   5. Add one coil of commercial cane in this case I've also added a small amount of Honeysuckle as well;

   6. Simmer for 1/2 hour;

   7. Let stand for as long as it takes to get the color you want - I'm probably going to leave this batch at least 3 or 4 days in the dye pot;

   8. At least once during the day I again bring the dye pot to a simmer and then leave it again over night;

   9. I removed the dyed material from the dye pot on the 5th day, you may want to leave it longer if you want a darker color.

*A mordant is needed to make a natural dye permanent. The most commonly used mordant of fixatives are: alum, Chrome, Tin, Copperas, Blue Vitriol, Cream of Tartar, Acetic Acid.

-Cherokee Plants their uses a 400 year history (Paul B. Hamel & Mary U. Chiltoskey)

-Indian dyes and Paints (“the Cherokee lady” & Lelanie F. Stone)

http://cherokeenaturaldyes.blogspot.com/2006/12/walnut-dye-recipe.html
