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Computer software or software is a general term primarily used for digitally stored data such as computer programs and other kinds of information read and written by computers. Today, this includes data that has not traditionally been associated with computers such as film, tapes and records. Software is also sometimes used in a more narrow sense and meaning application software only.

Software includes all the various forms and roles that digitally stored data may have and play in a computer (or similar system), regardless of whether the data is used as code for a CPU or other interpreter or whether it represents other kinds of information. Software thus encompasses a wide array of products that may be developed using different techniques such as ordinary programming languages, scripting languages, microcode or an FPGA configuration.

Generally, software systems can be classified into three major classes i.e. system software, programming software and application software.
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