Critical Thinking Literature Review
Group _____MDL E________________
The CT Review is divided into two parts: 1.) analysis of an article, and 2.) assessment of the article.  In the Analysis segment of the review, you must accurately identify the elements of reasoning within the piece.   In the Assessment segment of the review you must construct a critical analysis and evaluation of the reasoning. 
 PART ONE

Directions:  After you have carefully read you article, complete the following sentences with whatever elaboration you think necessary to make your meaning clear.  .

1.) The main purpose of this article is to describe and discuss the Rampant Caries Control Program that was established in the third-year clinic at the University of Iowa College of Dentistry.
2.) The main point(s) of view presented in this article is (are) Phase I of the RCCP which is the disease control phase. This phase has 3 main components 1) acute/emergency treatment, 2) operative treatment, 3) chemotherapeutic agents and preventive treatment. The first component consists of emergency treatment such as extractions of unrestorable teeth or root canals. Operative treatment includes individual risk assessment of caries management which consists of caries removal and replacement of transitional restorations as well as placing sealants. Risk factors are identified using a worksheet including plaque accumulation, oral hygiene, diet, systemic disease, saliva production etc. The third component includes preventive treatment such as high fluoridated toothpaste, diet modification, antimicrobials, xylitol gum, application of calcium-phosphate paste, and hygiene modification.
Another main point is the importance of patient compliance with the RCCP. The article discusses ways to motivate patients to comply such as increasing self-esteem and esthetics and minimizing discomfort associated with caries.
(What is the author focused on and from what angle?)

3.) The key question (whether stated or unstated) is what the main components of the RCCP are, how they are implemented in the student clinics and what the results of the new RCCP are. Is this new program efficacious?
4.) The main assumption(s) underlying the author’s thinking is (are) that the medical model (which emphasizes mechanical removal of plaque, antimicrobial modification of plaque, use of fluorides, diet, and salivary stimulation) will better and more appropriately address the needs of rampant caries patients. By establishing a medically approached program, rampant caries patients will better manage their oral health
5.) The most important information in this article includes the components of phase I of the new RCCP, how they are implemented in student clinics, and the reasoning behind each part of the program.
6.) The main idea(s) we need to understand in order to understand this article is(are) rampant caries is both treatable and preventable and programs must be implemented to properly treat high caries risk patients. In addition, we must also understand the difficulties surrounding rampant caries including genetic predisposition, lifestyle, socioeconomics and behaviors of patients who suffer from this disease.
7.) The main conclusion(s) in this article is although roughly half of the patients enrolled in this program have since dropped out, the program has promising outcomes as the remaining patients continue to see benefits of the treatment, and the dental students continue to gain an appreciation of the importance of the medical approach for treating rampant caries. The article notes that the program should not replace traditional treatment, but rather supplement traditional treatment to enhance prevention and reduce disease recurrence in high risk patients.
8.) The main implications of this line of reasoning is(are) the perceived benefits of the patients claim to have experienced an increase in self-esteem, minimal discomfort, and an appreciation for the long-term cost effectiveness of the program.  Similarly, the dental students report the benefits of having better control over their patients care while also appreciating the disease process and the parameters of its treatment.
PART TWO

Directions: You should comment on the reasoning as appropriate in terms 

of its clarity, accuracy, precision, relevance, depth, breath, logicalness, significance, and 

Fairness---or lack thereof.

Although this paper did not have any statistical significance, its purpose was to subjectively evaluate the rampant caries program at the University of Iowa.  This was not a scientific research topic, rather the dental school was evaluating a new program that hopes to address the extensive needs of rampant caries patients beyond operative treatment.  The program is still in its beginning phases, and the authors recognize that there are changes that need to be made in order to make the program more effective.  The article concluded by saying that it hopes that this paper will inspire other dental schools to approach rampant caries in a more medical manner.  The paper also successfully addressed that although the program sounds wonderful in theory, the patients’ socioeconomic status must be taken into account when implementing such a program as dental schools tend to cater to lower income populations.  

