Detailed Navigational Instructions

•  The home page is most easily read from left to right.  The concepts in the bubbles developed chronologically from left to right.  As the Earth developed over time, both humans and natural cycles served as causal agents of climate change.  

•  The emphasis of the whole page is the next concept to the right:  Climate Change.  See the introductory Resources which lay the ground work for understanding climate change that are linked to this concept bubble.  Click on the small square below the title "Introductory Resources" to open the links.  Before the Flood is a good 2-hour movie with Leonardo Dicaprio for an overall perspective of Climate Change and what we need to do to address its challenges.

•  Climate change has Impacts.  Those impacts occur in human systems (the concept bubble toward the top of the map) and also in Earth's systems (atmosphere, lithosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere in the concept bubble toward the bottom of the map.)

•  The impacts from climate change have Solutions (the final concept bubble on the right.)  Solutions are proposed and implemented by civil society.  And the Solutions move civilization toward Sustainable Development.

•  At the bottom of each concept bubble are small square icons which link to different types of digital resources.  

- Icons with lines and a picture in the top right corner link to written articles.  

- Icons with lines and a bent down top right corner link to video clips.

- Icons with small cmap graphics link to more detailed concept maps.

2.  Find Organizations Offering Climate Change Solutions in New England States

To learn more about Solutions, click on the cmap icon at the bottom of the Solutions bubble.  Then click on the word "Solutions," which opens in a pop up window.

•  Welcome to the detailed "Solutions" concept map.  There are many resources linked to this map, which may be of interest to people who play different roles in the community.  

•  You can look at the level of action of most interest to you: global, federal, regional, state, city/town.  Many people who contributed links to organizations addressing climate change challenges in their states and cities are listed on the "Organization Contributor Acknowledgements" document linked to the "Regional Level New England" bubble.

3.  Find Educational Resources

For those who want to get to the educational resources, go to the "Education Systems" concept bubble on the far right of the "Solutions" concept map.  As before, click the cmap icon at the bottom of the Education Systems concept bubble.  Teachers with an National Science Teachers Association membership will want to click the "extended" popup choice, while those without this professional membership may prefer to click the "in brief" choice.  (Those without a membership will find they often need to pay 99 cents for the NSTA resources.)

•  Welcome to the "Climate Change and Energy Education" window.  There are 3 concept bubbles that you will want to complete your overview of this climate change resource:  Interdisciplinary Connections, Science and Engineering Practices, and Resources.  

- When you click on the cmap icon at the bottom of the "Interdisciplinary Connections" bubble, you will reach a concept map that links to resources in the following disciplines:  English, Math, Social Studies, Health, and the Arts.  Some of these resources deal directly with climate change, which some may be more general about the environment.  Science connections are emphasized on the Home Page bubbles.

- You can use the red dot in the top left of the cmap when you want to close it. . . or you may hit the back arrow to simply navigate back to the "Climate Change and Energy Education window."

-  When you click on the cmap icon at the bottom of the "Science and Engineering Practices" bubble, you will recognize that the bubbles represent the science and engineering practices emphasized in the Next Generation Science Standards (as well as the new Massachusetts Science, Technology, and Engineering Framework .)  In addition, there is a concept bubble dedicated to citizen science, which seems to be a particularly strong approach.

-  Return one level so you can click on the cmap icon of the "Resources" bubble.  Simply note that there are general and specific resources.  For most teachers, it is useful that these resources are divided by grade levels:  elementary, middle, high school, college.  Note the special bubble for educating/communicating with denial, skeptics, and doubters.
Have fun exploring!

Hope this helps. . . let me know how it goes for you.

Jane Heinze-Fry Email:  jahfry@mits.org
